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s i x D r e am  s f or  T u l s a

1	 A vibrant downtown.

2	Additional riverfront 
development. It’s 
our green space, a 
gathering place that 
everyone can enjoy. 

3	 We’re an energy  
city. That’s why I’d 
like to see us take a 
lead in energy con-
servation with an 
aggressive policy.

4	Consolidate city 
government into an 
updated, innovative 
building and then 
turn the current City 
Hall area [beside the 
future BOK Center] 
into an entertain-
ment district.

5	 Continual invest-
ment in quality  
public education. 
It’s the best way to 
help a community 
remain vital.

6	 Make Tulsa a des-
tination of choice 
for businesses and 
tourists alike.

Mayor, city  

of Tulsa

M y background is in business, not 
politics, so when I spent one summer 
vacation attending the Women’s Cam-
paign School at Yale, I came home and 
said, “I will never run for office.” In Janu-
ary 2006, as Oklahoma Secretary of Com-
merce, I attended a meeting with one of 
the largest employers in the city. I didn’t 
feel that the city was moving in the right 
direction; the city council and the mayor 
were squabbling. I walked out of that 
meeting, called my husband and said, 
“I’m going to run for mayor.”

I  f in ished my first year in office this 
past April. I’ve reorganized the profes-
sional management team around my 
three priorities: public safety, economic 
development, and education. I devel-
oped a technology advisory council 
and hired a technology adviser. I really 
believe that technology drives change. 

Tulsa is e x per iencing a new kind 
of energy. We are investing in ourselves 
and awakening our pride.

W hen I tell people about Tulsa, I 
always start with our history, of how the 
energy industry built much of this city. If 
I start with how we have two world-class 
museums, an opera, a ballet that tours 
internationally . . . people look at me like 
I’m making it up.

M y daughter and my husband’s two 
kids all live in the area, and we have five 
grandchildren. I have fabulous family 
support.

The generosit y and support in this 
community is amazing. But people are 
understated. Oklahomans are humble. 
I have a speech I’ve given several times. 
I say, when you meet someone in the 
airport who asks where you’re from, you 
have two choices. You can say (apologet-
ically), “I’m from Tulsa, but I travel a lot.” 
Or you can say, “I’m from the best-kept 
secret in the whole country, a city where 
people work together to solve problems 
and make a difference.’” —Interview by 

Lisa Watts
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Mrs. Mayor A  
former corporate  

counsel, Taylor won  
her first-ever bid  
for elected office  

in 2006.




